


SEP-28-2009 15:17 FROM:FOR THE GARDEN BY HA 314-846-8506 TO: 8221455 P.2 

All About BATS 

Their not so creepy after alii 


I have a question for everyone. 

Who has every seen a real bat? 


Who Is afraid of bats? 


Count the number of hands raised and record it. 

Sometimes when we think about bats, we think of Halloween! 

Today, we are going to learn some very interesting things about 
these mysterious creatures, and I think you won't be so afraid of 
them after you learn more about how important bats are to us! 

Something to think about at bedtime! 

Let's think about some of the other creatures that share the world with 
you. Did you know that when you are getting ready for bed, some of them 
are also getting ready to go to sleep for the night. 

As it gets dark, the wildlife that lives in your yard and gardens, like birds, 
bees, butterft~es. ladybugs and some other insects will be falling asleep at 
about the same time that you do. 

You get to sleep in a nice, warm comfy bed! But the animals and insects 
have to sleep outside. Some will be tucked into bushes or nests, while 
others sleep under leaves or flowers, in wood piles or other tiny spaces. 

As your day is ending, for some other creatures their awake time is just 
beginning! They sleep while we are awake, and we sleep while they are 
awake. And wl1en they wake up, they are hungry for their breakfast-just 
like we are! 

BATS are one of the creatures who really like being up at night. They 
spend their time awake flying around looking for things to eat, visiting with 
each other. Let's see what we can learn about BATS! 
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What is a BAT? 

Why aren't they birds? Do you know why? Let's take a look at BATS and 
learn why they really aren't birds. 

BATS are mammals- a type of animal that feeds it's babies milk. Do you 
know some other animals that are mammals? (Cows, dogs, cats, goats 

BATS have arms, hands and feet. They are warm blooded, have fur or 
hair and are born alive. 

Birds, on the other hand. are hatched from eggs. They have feathers, not 
fur or hair. Babies are fed from their mom's mouth (think of a momma bird 
bringing worms to the nest for her babies). They have wings, but no 
hands or fingers. 

So, are BATS really different from birds? YES!!!! 

There are over 900 different kinds of bats. Some are tiny and some can 
spread their wings as wide as a car! 

The smallest is the bumblebee bat, with can open it's wings 6 inches 
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How do bats help us? 

They help us control the insect population (remember the Little Brown Bat 
that can eat 1~OO bugs each hour-how do they stay so little! 

, 

There are 20 million Mexica-free tail bats that live in caves in Texas that 
can eat 250 TONS of insects every night! 

8ats are also a big help to farmers. Because they eat so many insects, 
farmers need fewer chemicals and poisons for their crops, and that's 
healthier for US and the earth. WE like that! 

Just 150 Big Brown Bats can help farmers by eating up 10 18 million or 
more rootworms each summer. This saves their crops from damage, and 
makes more food available. That's good too! 

'\ 

Many bats spread seeds for new plants and trees. Tropical bats are impor­
tant to rain forests. They pollinate flowers and drop seeds for many trees 
and bushes to grow. 

The Vampire 8at might be a help to scientists. The saliva from the Vampire 
Bat is being studler 10 see if someday new medicine can be found to help 
people with heart problems. Isn't that amazing? 

VVE CAN PROTECT BATS BY TELLING OTHERS HOW HELPFUL AND 
USEFUL THEY ARE. 

BUT REMEMBER. THEY ARE WILD ANIMALS AND YOU SHOULD 
NEVER TOUCH THEM. YOU MUST LEAVE THEM ALONE IF YOU FIND 
ONE. (That's why I don't have a real bat to show youl) 

But here are some interesting pictures. 

Now, I have a 'question for you again. 

How many of you are still afraid of bats? There were _ to start with, 
and now because we know more about these furry, flying animals just 

are afraid now! See what a little learning can dot 
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What do bats eat? 

Some bats like to eat ripe fruit. Then as they ny, they drop seeds which 
can grow into new trees. 

Other bats like to eat nectar from flowers. By going from flower to flower, 
bats help make new plants. 

Meat-eating bats use their eyes or ears to find their food. Fishing bats 
grab little fish out of the water with their claws. 

Some bats are known as "vampire" bats because they drink the blood of 
other mammals like cows. I think this IS why bats are so popular at 
Halloween-kind of spooky! 

The favorite food of most bats is insects. The Little Brown Bat that lives in 
Missouri can eat up to 1200 night-flying insects in just one houri This 
helps all of us, and is one of 1he best reasons to like bats hanging around 
your yard. 

A lot of bats use something called ECHO-LOCATION to find their food. 
This is how it works: 

l 

Bats send out sound waves using their mou1h or nose. When the sound 
hits an object, an echo bounces back. 

The bat can identify an object by the sound of they echo, They can even 
tell the size, shape and texture of a tiny insect from its echo. 

This is how they find their way around in the dark and locate their food. 

Let's see how a sound wave works. 

DEMO: Have a large dish of water. Tap the canter then watch the waves 
of the water go to the edge. This is a lot like how a sound wave works. 
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Checking out a watermelon kabob, 
perhaps their first enrichment of this kind. 

In December of 2007 we were contacted by a New Mexico 
research center to see if we would accept 20 bats; ten Jamaican 
fruit bats and ten Egyptian fruit bats. The life of a research animal 
is not pleasant and by no means natural. We were very grateful 
the bats came to us so they could receive the sanctuary they de­
served. The bats seem very happy in their new surroundings. 
When they first arrived, enrichment items created curiosity in 
some of them (photo below) and they quickly learned to dive into 
the fruit kabobs, having great fun in the process. 

A mere two 
months later we 
were informed of 
a nature center in 
NM that needed to 
downsize their fruit 
bat population. 
They were intend­
ing to send a dozen 
Egyptian fruit bats 
to a small roadside 
zoo. At one time 
this center was 
closely affiliated 

with the above research center. Through the years we had re­
ceived various reports about the bats at this center. Conditions 
included small caging, overuse in educational programs and indis­
criminate breeding. We suspected the center allowed the bats to 
continually breed so more animals would be available for pro­
grams, which brought increased revenue for the center. The center 
had started out with a mere 12 bats and had a population of al­
most 100 within seven years. Multiple deaths had occurred over 
the years as well. 

Bat World Sanctuary immediately contacted the center and 
offered to take all the bats they wanted to place, particularly any 
that were old and infirmed. We felt these bats were in the most 
jeopardy at the center because they would not be suitable for use 
in programs. (Note: Bat World Sanctuary derives very little income 
from our programs as the needs of the bats always come first.) 

On March 13 th
, 24 bats arrived from the center. Of these, 

several were pregnant females and un-neutered males (which 
were immediately scheduled for neutering). Sadly, there was a 
lactating female in the group with no pup, which meant her baby 
was either already dead, or worse, left behind at the center. We 
later found out the baby had indeed been left behind and was 
found hanging dead on the side of the cage two days later. Oddly, 
over the course of those 48 hours, no one at the center heard it's 
plaintive cries. Additionally, one older male was missing a foot 
from a previous healed injury. The center later informed us that 
this male "liked to rest on the floor". We have no idea how this 
poor male survived on the floor of the cage at the center. When he 
arrived at Bat World he was covered in the poop of his roostmates 
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then provided ceiling hammocks for him in multiple spots within 
the flight cage so that he could function as nature intended ­
hanging high. He has not been seen on the floor since. 

We soon found out that the bats we had just received from 
this center had it much worse than we originally thought. A con­
cerned citizen informed us that the bats were being housed in a 
tiny cage that measured four feet wide by six feet long by six feet 
high - not much bigger than an average closet. And sadly, over 40 
bats still remain in that tiny cage. The cage contains no place to 
hide and roost naturally, and no enrichment. The food is put out 
early in the day and is left to spoil before nightfall when the bats 
wake to eat. The feeding contraptions are dangerous and allow 
toes and claws to become caught, and smaller bats cannot safely 
reach the water dish. The bats are continuing to breed uncontrol­
lably, and there is an extremely social 20 year-old giant flying fox 
living alone in another small cage. All of the bats are being kept in 
a basement where they spend almost 24/7 in total darkness. We 
are currently working with the USDA and NM wildlife officials to 
secure the removal of these remaining bats and transfer them to 
Bat World South Plains, our sanctuary in Lubbock, TX . 

The bats that have already arrived from the center are ex­
tremely happy in their large flight cage, complete with foliage, 
ropes and vines to hang on, toys 
to play with, bells to ring, plenti­
ful food, clean water and a cave 
to sleep in - undisturbed - with 
their new found friends. 

Your donations allowed us to 
save these bats and provide them 
with the rich life they so deserve, 
but the increased cost of caring 
for these wonderful animals has 
taken a toll on the organization. 
The fruit bat population at Bat 
World has almost doubled from 
these two recent rescues, requir- Flying into their own private cave. 

ing over 200 pounds of fruit per 
week. We have local donations of fruit, which helps significantly, 
but we are struggling to make up the difference. Additionally, we 
currently have no room to expand the caging. A new flight cage is 
needed for our Florida sanctuary, Bat World Everglades, to allow 
us room to transfer some of these bats. Eventually we hope to 
send the giant flying fox - still at the center - to Bat World Ever­
glades so that she can live out her life with two older females of 
her own kind. The new outdoor caging will cost approximately 
$1,500.00. Additionally, our Florida sanctuary is in need of a 
sponsor to help with the fruit bill, which currently runs $250.00 
monthly but will increase with the rescues that will be transferred. 

Donations of any size will help us better provide for these bats 
as well as rescue the remaining bats from the center. We realize 
our members are inundated with various funding requests from 
multiple sources, so forgive us for asking for your help. We only 
ask on behalf of those who cannot. 
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DONA TIONS: I want to make a donation of $ 	 to help rescue bats in need. 

MEMBERSHIP FORM ­ Please check: New member: Renewal: -- ­
$25.00 - Big Brother/Big Sister: Provides basic bat care___ $50.00 - Good Samaritan: Helps provide orphan care __ __ 
$75.00 - Healer: Provides rehabilitation and medical care, includes Bat World T-shirt. Size: 
$100.00 and above Guardian Angel: Provides all of the above, includes Bat Talk DVD. ___ 
$200.00 and above - Angel of Mercy: Provides all the above for bats, includes a Bat Talk DVD and T-shirt. 
$1000.00 and above - Lifetime membership: Includes Bats in the Pantry cookbook, Bat Talk DVD, and T-shirt. Size: __ 

ORDER FORM- Item Descriotion (if t-shirt olease include size) Ouantitv Price Each Total I 

I
Sub total -	 + Shipping - Grand total of the above order: $ 

Name: Date 

Address City State_____ Zip_____ 

Total of all donation/sponsorship/order, including applica""'b

7
Ie----'sh-:-i-pp-'i-n-g-c"--ha-r-g-es--'$--- Check enclosed _______ 


Charge___ Credit Card 	 Expiration Date: MO__ YR__ 

ADOPT-A-BAT INFORMATION-- please circle your choices: 
Van Gogh Rocky Mini-Me Binky Orkin Stella Cleobatra Bootsana Mr. Kitty Sticky Mekki Holly 


NOTE: If this is a gift Adopt-a-Bat, please fiJI in the information below. Otherwise, the sponsorship package will be sent to the address 

listed above. Our standard gift card message can be seen below in the Adopt-a-Bat info section. For alternate message check here 

(Include your message on a separate piece ofpaper.) -- ­
Name as it should appear on the 
Address to send gift 
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at Talk DVD 
)ur 10 year study on the fascinating 
)Cial interactions of Mexican free­
liled bats. More than 20 behaviors 
nd vocalizations are described. 
pprox 20 min. $24.99. US shipping 
5.00. International Shipping $11.00. 

8ATS IN THE PANTRY 
Our specialty cookbook featuring 
162 mouth-watering recipes made 
with plant food ingredients plant 
foods that are either protected by
bats or brought directly to us by bats. 
A fun way to learn and cook! 
Makes a greatgi(t! 
$16.95. US shipping $5.00. 
International shipping $11.00. 

8at World T-Shirt ­
Black only, features 
Sneezy, a Dwarf 
Epauletted fruit bat. 
Adult sizes only: 
5, M, L, XL, 
$17.50 US Shipping 
$5.00. International 
$11.00. 

_ 
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Sponsorships help us to provide food and medical 

supplies for the bats. Teachers, adopt a bat as a class 
project and have students vote for the bat of their 
choice! Sponsor a bat by sending a donation 
of $35.00 (members & teachers, $25.00). 

US Shipping $5.00. International shipping S11.00 

~ 
la~---,

Cleobatra Bootsana 	 Sticky Mekki Holly 

Sponsorship packages include: 
• 	 An adoption certificate listing you as the official sponsor. 
• 	 A personal background on the bat you have chosen. 
• 	 A natural history of that particular species. 
• 	 A matted photograph of your bat, suitable for framing. 

• 	A graphic that represents the actual size of your bat 
• 	 A one-year membership to BWS that includes BAT WORLD NEWS. 
• 	 A personalized message for a gift Adopt-a-Bat. Our standard gift card 

message: This "Adopt-a-Bat" sponsorship has been made in your name 
by (donor name here). Your sponsorship package includes a one-year 
membership to Bat World Sanctuary, our newsfetter BAT WORLD NEWS 
and an informational card on bat rescue. Enclosed you will find a 5" x 7" 
ph.o~o of,your a9op~ed ~at, w.~o ~hank~'you from.~h~ bottom ~f .its little 
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