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Civil War
Re-Enactors

by Janet Gianino

JANET GIANINO (Jus Svcs)
is a Corrections Case
Manager, Community
Corrections Division, and
she is assigned to the
Municipal Mental Health
Court and Electronic Home
Detention Program.

During her busy tenure |

with Justice Services

four boys. In October
2005, two of the four
boys, Jason and Jacob,
visited a fellow Scout
member  who was
participating in a Civil War
Re-enactment at Grant’s
Farm. Jacob and Jason

Acting as her sons’
chauffeur to the events,
Janet witnessed first hand
the fervor of the re-
enactors. As a result, her
sons became very
knowledgeable about the
Civil War. They not only

received the practical
experience of everyday life
camp,

in but their

Connection

mod

the living history

at Grant’s Farm. In
addition to the various
encampments, they have
marched in the Veteran’s
Day Parade, St. Patrick’s
Day Parade and have
danced at the Annual Ball.

Janet’s habitual presence
on site prompted an

5#“‘ invitation to participate.

S
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. "] a corset and seven layers

%

| prepare an interest to add

She was offered a sutler
wrap gown (not requiring

of underpinnings to be
proper) and asked to

L] to the Living History at
a4| Grant’s Farm. Suddenly,

immersed themselves in a &

guestion and answer
session with veteran re-
enactor, Stan Prater, who
portrays General Ulysses
S. Grant and marched as
civilians with the
Missouri. Needless to say,
by the end of the day the
boys had enlisted and
became the newest
recruits as re-enactors for
the 8™ Missouri Volunteer
Infantry. Since that day
Jason and Jacob have “ate
and slept” U.S. Civil War
history.

: Holiday Word
Search, pg. 8
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Janet, Jacob and Jason
gt Gianino

involvement has spurred
them on to do further
research at the library and
on the Internet. They have
even tried their hand at
sewing. The boys eagerly
anticipate each up-coming
event. These events
extend

= CAPS Update,
pg. 4
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| a taste of the excitement
i and

anticipation
blossomed in Janet, and
she further developed her
existing hobby of growing

| old fashion flowers and

herbs into her special
“interest”. It took six
weeks of planning,
making labels, studying
the various household and

Winter 2007

her

“interest” was

a success. She was
surely bitten by the re-
enacting bug. Awhole new
world unfolded for
Janet.sewing
underpinnings and
costumes, button hunting,
re-styling hats, learning
period etiquette, reading
tons of material about the
Civil War, battles, generals,
foods, gardens, etc.

Today, the 8th Missouri
Infantry (US) is based in the
St. Louis Bi-State area
(Missouri/Illinois). The
members are Civil War Re-
enactors dedicated to
honoring the original
regiment by teaching and
preserving Civil War history.
Originally, as a result of a
direct order from President
Lincoln to alleviate the
prejudice against the Irish,
the 8" Missouri Infantry was

medicinal uses for her See Civil War

herbs and plants to prepare Re-Enactors,

for an event at Grant’s page 3

Farm. Her first day jitters

were soon erased when

she realized

In This Issue

Department Jerry Wild: The
Connections: Get W Renaissance Man,
the latest, pg 4 pg. 2



Jerry Wild

The Renaissance Man

Just looking at JERRY WILD
(PW), an Architect, you’d
never think he has a disease.
Easily 6’0’ tall, with bright
blue eyes and a calm, easy-
going demeanor, Jerry
appears like we all do. But
Jerry is challenged by
Parkinson’s disease. Just
diagnosed a year ago, Jerry
has had symptoms since
achitectural school, when
stiffness and balance issues
led doctors to explore
arthritis and spinal causes.
After numerous tests and
medical visits, no specific
determining factor was
identified.

Back in architectural school,
Jerry noticed the Tai Chi
instructor at SIUC had such
ease and fluidity of
movement that he didn’t
have that he decided to join
the class.

Now 30 years later as more
symptoms surfaced, doctors
have finally located the
culprit - Parkinson’s disease.
Jerry believes his symptoms
were and still are greatly
relieved by his dedication to
Tai Chi and the international
medical community agrees.
Jerry was a key player in a
recent clinical trial at
Washington University
School of Medicine
comparing the impact of Tai
Chi and two other exercise
regimens on those afflicted
with Parkinson’s. He was
immediately launched into
the medical community as a
medical speaker at
conferences and seminars
nationwide to share his
experiences and is preparing

for his first international
conference presentation
next year.

Diving into the world of
Parkinson’s has led Jerry to
meet many interesting and
noteworthy people, such as
Michael J. Fox who calls him
“The Renaissance Man”,
Muhammed Ali and daughter
May May Ali, Marlene Kahan
(Executive Director of the
American Society of
Magazine Editors), Freddie
Powers, (song writer for
Merle Haggard and Willie
Nelson), Davis Phinney (pro
cyclist), and Bob Benjamin
(School House Records) to
name a few.

In addition to these pursuits,
Jerry is also heavily involved
in architecture and was
recently recognized in
AlArchitect Magazine for his
work designing a house for

friend and former
retired County employee,
Terry Wilson. For the

complete article, visit http:/
/www.aia.org/aiarchitect/
thisweek07/71019/
1019d_lotto.cfm

Jerry is excited, yet very

humble
about his ¢
accomplish-
ments. He =5
feels his ef-
forts to help
people with
Parkinson’s
is th_e same jerry

as his role performing Tai
here over cpj

the last 14

years as a County Govern-
ment employee to help and
inspire people to reach out-
side the box with all their
talents to make the world a
better place. He currently
teaches night classes of Tai
Chi at Florissant Community
College and The Boxing Gym
located in Maryland Heights.

Jerry has combined his love
of music and the arts with his
efforts to spread the word
about the positive impacts of
Tai Chi on health by
producing, filming and
writing the musical score for
his own series of DVDs and
designing his own jewelry.
For more information about
Jerry, Tai Chi and Parkinson’s
and much more, visit
www.angelsflyforacure.com.
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New Office Hours
for Vital Records

111 S. Meramec Ave.
Clayton, MO 63105
(314) 615-1720

Monday through Thursday
10:00 AM to 6:30 PM

Friday
10:00 AM to 2:30 PM

Saturday
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM

It is now easier to get birth
and death certificates
during non-traditional
business hours. In
anticipation of the traffic
problems that might result
from the 1-64/40
construction project, the
Office of Vital Records has
changed its hours of
operation.

The Office of Vital Records
can issue certified copies of
birth and death certificates
only for events that
occurred in the state of
Missouri. Birth certificates
are available for births that
took place from 1920 to the
present. Death certificates
are available for deaths
that occurred from 1883 to
the present; however,
deaths that happened
before 1980 must have
occurred in Saint Louis
County for the office to
issue a record.

Birth and death certificates
can also be purchased
online or through the mail.
Additional information can
be found on their website
at www.stlouisco.com/
doh/vitals/vitals.html.



Telecommuting Opportunity

With 1-64 / 1-40 shutdowns
looming on the horizon,
departments are
developing plans to reduce
the number of employees
on the roads during peak
commuting times. One
option is telecommuting,
officially defined as “an
arrangement that allows a
worker to perform office
work at home or at an
alternate location.”

Working from home is

attractive to most

employees. Some of the
attractions are:

- Less stress and frustration
- no fighting traffic on
telecommuting days.

- More flexibility in work
hours.

- More time with family -
no dressing for work or
packing a lunch.

- Reduced expenses - less
gas or eating out at lunch.

- More productivity -
employees accomplish
more  with  fewer
interruptions.

Most telecommters
immediately recognize the

benefits, but

telecommuting is also good

for the County:

- Business continuity -
employees can work
during snow days,
disasters or while
recovering from illness.

- Increased productivity -
better focus on work with
fewer interruptions.

- Attractive to job
applicants.
- Environmental benefits -
decreased vehicle
emissions.

Who’s a good candidate for

telecommuting? Here are

the commonalities among
the  thirty current
telecommuters:

- Work doesn’t require
regular or unplanned
face-to-face contact with
other employees or the
public.

- Work can be done with
resources easily taken
from the office or
remotely accessed by
computer.

- Work accomplishment is
improved by being away

from the office.

- Employees know their
jobs well.

- Employees with solid job
performance,
demonstrated time
management and
organization skills and can
work with minimal direct
supervision.

Here are some
telecommuting success
stories.

REGINA WHITTINGTON
(DOH), a Disease
Intervention Supervisor,
telecommutes one day a
week when her schedule
allows. In addition to
supervising staff, she has a
volume of data entry,
paperwork and report
preparation that can be
done anywhere, including
her living room. Regina
feels less distracted and can
work continuously without
interruption while
telecommuting. She finds,
however, that there is a
danger to working at home
- the end of the work day

¢

comes and she keeps
working!

PAT MC CAULEY (Admin),
a Workers Compensation
Analyst, telecommutes
three days a week. She is
thrilled to be off 1-170 and
is “stress-free” at home.
She believes the lack of
distractions at home
contributes to her
increased productivity. Her
job is “perfect for
telecommuting” because
90% of her work is on the
phone and computer, with
very little direct customer
contact.

For more information on
telecommuting, visit http:/
/sharepoint.stlouisco.net/
sites/stlco/
telecommuting/
default.aspx and discuss
the option with your
supervisor.

Civil War Re-Enactor
from page 1

organized in St. Louis from
June to August, 1861.
Over 600 Irish boatmen
and deck hands left the St
Louis riverfront to fight
under the command of two
brothers, Captains Morgan
L. Smith and Giles A.
Smith. The 8™ Missouri
uniform was that of the
American Zouaves and the
regiment was later known
as the “Fighting American
Zouaves”. Other Zouave

cadets were recruited
from Peoria and Pekin,
Illinois, and sharpshooters
were recruited from Cape
Girardeau, Missouri.

The 8t Missouri served the
duration of the Civil War
and fought decisive battles
under Generals Grant and
Sherman. They became
well known for their
tenacity and displaying
Zouave fighting techniques
on the battlefield.

Generals Grant and
Sherman wrote about the
8t Missouri in their
Memoirs. General Grant’s
son, Frederick Dent Grant
wrote “At the Front with
Dad” about slipping into
the Battle of Vicksburg at
age 13 with the 8t
Missouri. Eleven soldiers
in the 8™ Missouri were
awarded the Congressional
Medal of Honor for their
actions during the Siege of
Vicksburg.

If you would like additional
information about the 8t
Missouri, visit http://
members.aol.com/
Infantry8thMO/ and our
General Grant can be
reached at
STANPRATER@aol.com.
Like Janet and her sons
who have developed their
many talents, you too may
become interested in an
era other than the one in
which you live.
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Police

Police Detective JOHN
WILSMAN, DCI, received
the Chief Postal
Inspector’s Award for his
contributions while
assigned to the Identity-
Theft Task Force of the
Eastern District of
Missouri. The Chief Postal
Inspector’s Award is the
highest award the US
Postal Inspection Service
has for a non-inspection
service employee.

Detectives MICHAEL
BRADLEY, DARREN
STARZYK, ROBERT

TUBBE, JOHN BRADLEY,
ROBERT CHURCHWELL,
RICHARD WILL, LEON
STONE and GARY WUEST,
DCI, and Detectives
GEORGE DAMOS, LAURA

St. Louis County has
embarked on an exciting
adventure - implementing
a new countywide
administrative software
system. This system, now
called CAPS (County
Administrative Processing
System), will replace the
County’s existing 25-plus-

year-old mainframe
systems (CHARMS and
Payroll) and other

secondary systems. As of
November 1, the CAPS
Project has reached a
major milestone - the
selection of Tyler

NEHRING, JEFF
ROEDIGER and MICHAEL
REITER, Intelligence Unit,
each received
Distinguished Service
Awards at the United
States Attorney’s Office
Awards Ceremony for their
contributions in assisting
federal agents in
successful investigations
and prosecutions of
federal cases.

Captain KURT FRISZ,
Bureau of Tactical
Support, received the
International Association
of Chiefs of Police
Excellence in Police
Aviation Award. Captain
Frisz was presented with
this award at the Annual
IACP Conference in New
Orleans.

CAPS Update

Technologies as the
software vendor. Tyler’s
solution, MUNIS, will

combine our existing
financial, human
resources, payroll,
procurement, budget and
treasury systems into one
integrated system to
greatly improve our speed,
accuracy and reporting
capabilities. It will also
allow departments to
more easily share
information and
communicate with each
other.

Department Connections

Parks & Recreation

Best wishes & good luck!
JIM WORTON, Cultural
Site Manager at the
Museum of Transportation,
has accepted a new
position at the Walter P.
Chrysler Museum in Auburn
Hills, Michigan. Everyone
wishes him the best of luck
in his future endeavor.

The Skate Park is now open
at Sylvan Springs Park,
east of Telegraph Road in
Lemay. The park was
designed by CHRIS
LUDWIG with advice from
a panel of teenage
skateboarders and has
already attracted much
use. It is open during
regular park hours, 8:00
AM until a half hour after
sunset.

Tyler Technologies, Inc., is
exclusively oriented to the
public sector, with more
than 6,000 local
government and non-profit
clients and has experience
in migrating clients from
the County’s current
CHARMS system. The
County has already
successfully implemented
another Tyler product: the
CLT Tax and Assessment
Solution.

Have a comment, question
or suggestion? Contact
JOAN LAFFERTY at 615-
5044.

The Hoch House in the
village at Faust Park,
15185 Olive Boulevard, has
been restored and opened
to the public this
September. Built about
1876, the brick house was
moved to the park nearly
two decades ago from a
site on Schoettler near
Olive. That saved it from
demolition for a gas
station, but funds for
further restoration were
unavailable until now.
Faust Park’s director JIM
FOLEY and curator JESSE
FRANCIS supervised the
recent work, and the
house will now be open
during the village’s regular
summer hours.

Health

KARLA
HOWELL,
RN, a Com-
municable
Disease
Specialist
for the
Health De-
partment,
has been awarded the
Public Health Award by the
Bi-State Conference. The
conference is an organiza-
tion of infectious disease
professionals representing
public health agencies,
hospitals and schools.
Karla, who has been with
the department for ten
years, was cited for her
accomplishments as a pub-
lic health consultant, edu-
cator and disease investi-
gator.

Karla Howell

Administration

LINDA STUTZ, Imaging
Services Technician at the



Record Center, is a

published poet. Her
poem, “Salute”, was
included in “Forever

Spoken” published by the
International Library of
Poetry, 2007 edition.

Human Services

Do you know someone who
is available weekdays and
enjoys interaction with
older adults? The County
Older Resident Programs
(CORP) is looking for

person team to the
Missouri Coalition of
Children’s Agencies
(MCCA) Conference at Tan-
Tar-A. JOE STORTZ and
BILL WOLFF conducted a
training session on
Strengthening the Culture
of Care - a 25-hour staff
training curriculum based
on positive  youth
development principles.

Justice Services

individuals to
volunteer for their
senior citizen
income tax
program. CORP |4
seeks volunteers,
particularly in North
County, to assist
with a variety of
positions, including:
1) appointment

schedulers at the Governor

North County
Government Center in
Hazelwood, 2) electronic
filing tax assistance at
various locations, 3)
Quality Reviewers for
Federal Returns at various
locations and 4) Missouri
PTC (“Circuit Breaker™)
tax preparers- at various
locations. Training, held
in December 2007 and
January 2008, is provided
for all positions.
Volunteers begin working
the end of January or the
first week in February and
continue through mid-
April. Interested
individuals should contact
ELLEN SHERMAN at 314/
615-4559 or
ellen_sherman@stlouisco.com.

In October, Lakeside
Center sent an eight-

Matt Nick

Blunt,
Bommarito and wife, Mary Ann

Govenor Matt Blunt
honored 59 Vietnam
Veterans, including NICK
BOMMARITO, with the
commemorative Vietnam
Veterans Medallions, a
program created when the
governor signed legislation
last year to honor and
recognize Missourians who
served our country during
Vietnam.

Highways & Traffic /
Public Works

The following workers
from H&T’s Division of
Operations won trophies at
the Department’s Snhow
Equipment Roadeo in
September: RICH MC
GHAY took 2" place in the
snow plow event, 2" in the
front-end loader event and
third in the backhoe event;

Russian Visitors Tour Lakeside Center

For the fourth year
running, a group of 10
Russian visitors toured
Lakeside Center. Hailing
from various parts of
Russia, these young men
and women came to the
United States under a
program called Open
World - the first and only
exchange program
administered by the
legislative branch of the
U.S. Government. The
program brings emerging
Russian leaders to the U.S.
to learn the inner
workings of American
civilian society. Locally,
Bob Hoffman of Friendship
Force Missouri facilitated
the visit.

Due to the language
barrier, two interpreters
accompanied them to
ease communications.
Despite the language
barriers, the visitors and

MIKE ONDER took 1t in
the front-end event; MIKE
WILDS took 1%t place in the
backhoe event and BRIAN
TIMMERMEIER took 2" in
the backhoe event.
Operations’ District 4 won
bragging rights for overall
best team snowplowing.
Hats off to LARRY NAGLE,
MARY C. MARTIN, JEFF
HEINE and JASON ALLEN
for coordinating this
unique training event,
which was held over two
days at Queeny Park.

MIKE BARDOT is the new
Manager of Highways and
Traffic’s Division of
Highway Planning. A

Lakeside staff and
residents quickly grew
comfortable with one-
another. The common
language of nods, smiles
and other expressions put
all present on an even
footing.

The visitors were
impressed with the amount
of thought, passion, and
funding support devoted to
helping young people at
Lakeside. They noted that
nothing in Russia even
comes close to what
Lakeside does. Before
leaving, the visitors
presented their young
Lakeside tour guides with
mementos from their
homeland.

Lakeside looks forward to
future Russian visits under
this program. They are
truly a win-win for all
involved.

professional engineer,
Bardot has worked in
Highways and Traffic since
1985, when he joined the
Division of Construction.
He became Highway
Planning’s Deputy Manager
in June 2005.

Public Works engineer
THOMAS HEINZE designed
the public bathrooms that
recently opened on the
street level of the Shaw
Park Garage at Meramec
and Shaw Park. The much-
needed facilities service
hundreds of Metro bus and
light rail passengers every
day.



Welcome

Joseph Ajero (Police)
Mary Allmon (Admin)
Timothy Anderer (Police)
Angel Anderson (DOH)
Mihretu Ayalew (DOH)
Jane Becker (Admin)

Clark Fithian, Jr (Police)
Jenell Franken (DOH)
Jamil Franklin (DOH)
Alexis Gitcho (Rev)

David Graf (Police)

Andy Hatley Il (Police)
Deborah Hausler (Fam Ct)
Andrew Huskey (Police)
Sherman Jackson (Police)
Lynne Jones (DOH)
Whitney Kalna (Police)
Christopher Kalter (DOH)

Christy King-Gruska
(Police)

Paul Kreidler (Admin)
Gwenda Lindley (Police)

Brett Lord-Castillo
(Police)

Carlos Maldonado (DHS)
Andrew Meyerkord (PIng)
Annalyn Molitoris (DOH)

Stephen Benko (Police)
Richard Biondo (Police)
Daniel Bradley (Police)
Daniel Brinkman (Police)
Baron Brown (Police)
Lorri Bryant (DOH)
Kayla Bryant (Police)
Sean Burbach (Police)
Barbara Burke (Admin)
Kathy Chen (DOH)

Paul Derienzo (PW)
David Doerhoff (Police)
Van Duong (H&T)

Eric Fey (BOE)

Wedding
Byron Norman (DOH)
Bryan Pilat (Police)

Michelle Protopsaltis
(Police)

Melody Quinn (Police)
Douglas Reiner (Police)

Congratulations to JOE
MONOLO (Rev) on his
recent marriage.

Katharine Roberds a .

(Police) New Arrivals

Amy Robison (PW)

Douglas Santos (Police) STEPHANIE LEON

Kathleen Schwartz (Pw) ~ STREETER,  Deputy

Laverne Simmons (DOH) D|rec_tor of nghway_s &
Traffic, gave birth

Katrina Sommer (PIng)
John Spicer (Police)
Zenobia Thompson (DOH)
Ryan Tilley (DOH)

Angela Van Cleave
(Police)

Mark West (Police)
John Wolf (Police)

September 28" to John
Steven Streeter. The baby
weighed six pounds, 12
ounces. He is the first child
for both Stephanie and
husband Matt Streeter.

Flu Shots for Flu Season

Flu season is here! National Influenza Vaccination
Week runs from November 26" through December
2" and the Health Department is urging all residents
to be vaccinated against the virus.

On October 9%, County Executive CHARLIE A.
DOOLEY and Dr. DOLORES GUNN, Director of the
Health Department, both received a flu shot from
Nursing Supervisor JANELLE LEIGHTON, RN, at an
event highlighting the importance and ease of being
vaccinated.

Warned Dr. Gunn, “It’s not just about protecting
yourself. If you don’t catch the flu, then you can’t
spread the flu.”

To find out where you and your family can go for
vaccinations or to learn more about the flu itself,
visit the new St. Louis County Flu website:
www.SaintLouisCounty Flu.com.
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COUNTY

HEALTH

www.SaintLouisCountyFl

(314) 644-4FLU

1374 Gad-1 358

Dr. Dolores Gunn and County Executive Charlie A. Dooley

Or, if you are just interested in finding a vaccination
location, call the Flu Vaccination Hotline: 314-644-
4FLU (4358).






Visit The
County
Connection
online, on

Holiday Word Search

Have some holiday fun right now! Submit your answer to the
Division of Personnel by December 7t for a chance at a prize.
Don’t forget - two winners will be drawn.

the Intra- or Inter—Name:

net!

Contributing Editors
Debbie Armstrong
Dick Bauer
Donna Boeger
Gail Choate
Rick Eckhard
Laura Ehredt
Crysatl Graff
Jean Hatley
Sue Hendricks
Nancy Hirsch
TeeJay Jeademann
Sharon Jones
Joan Lafferty
Craig Le Febvre
Martina Linck
Connie McClure
Sharon Remaklus
Jennifer Samson
Barb Sydnor
David Wrone
Pam Yates
Thanks to everyone for
another great issue!
Stephanie Greene
and
Kathy Eller

=l Puzzler Has
“ No Winner

The ID Badge Color
Matchup had no winner
this time around - none of
the entries were correct!
The prize will be held and
awarded next time around
so there will be two win-
ners from this Issue’s puz-
zler. There’s a greater
chance for you to win -
send in your submission
today!
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Ribbon Fruitcake
Santa Cookies
Dinner EIf
Shovel Wrap
Gingerbread Sled
Deer Candles

ID Badge Check Solution

Light brown with white lettering
Administration

Grey with blue lettering
Public Works

Burgundy with white lettering
Human Services

Red with white lettering
Police

Light brown with black lettering
County Executive

Orange with white lettering
Justice Services

Bright green with white lettering
Parks & Recreation

Blue with white lettering
Health

Light blue with blue lettering
County Counselor’s Office

Green with white lettering
Revenue

Black with white lettering
Spirit Airport



